Taichung Harbor Bureau lowers international cruiser rates to increase the harbor competitiveness in the international cruise market

Taiwan, surrounded by sea at an advantageous geographical position, has played an important role in the international transport market for the past decades. In the recent years, the government’ devotion to promoting tourism to foreign tourists and the diversity of harbor’s functions have contributed to the new business opportunity for cruise travel. The berthing of international cruisers have brought Taiwan new source of tourists. Therefore the Tourism Bureau (Ministry of Transportation and communications) is launching a “2008-2009 Travel Year of Taiwan” Project to accommodate the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, The World Games 2009 in Kaohsiung and the International Deaflympic Games in Taipei.

In order to attract more international cruisers to berth in Taiwan and to work in harmony with “2008-2009 Travel Year of Taiwan” Project, Taichung Harbor Bureau not only provides several promotional packages for international cruisers including 20% discount on dock anchorage charges, tug hire charges, passenger boarding bridge charges, but also tries to get the approval from the Ministry of Transportation and Communications to waive the passenger service fee (excluding port due) for the period from Jan. 8 to Dec. 31, 2009, hoping to attract more cruisers and passengers by reducing their berthing costs and arrival expenses and to increase the competitiveness of Taichung Harbor in the international cruise market.
Taichung Harbor is not only possessed of a 19A terminal dedicated to passengers, but also a well equipped customs clearance center for a safe, comfortable and speedy customs service. Currently the daily capacity for customs clearance is 5,000 people which can satisfy the need of international cruise passengers. The sightseeing and cultural heritage in Central Taiwan have become international attractions. The travel agencies and tourists are able to arrange their itineraries by taking advantage of the convenient Taichung Harbor’s transportation system which is directly linked to the rail and road network. As Taichung Harbor has the potential to become one of the Asian berthing destinations for international cruisers, the Legend of the Seas owned by Royal Caribean International and the Classica owned by Costa Classica will be berthing in Taichung Harbor for a total of 9 voyages from mid March to mid May this year and can take immediate advantage of the special rates offered by Taichung Harbor Bureau. Although there will be a drop in the turnover for the Bureau, the passengers carried by the cruisers will definitely increase the commercial activities in the local markets, which can well offset the decrease in the turnover.

The promotion of the agricultural products is one of the government’s cross-strait policies. According to that, Taichung Harbor Bureau has tried to negotiate between the farmers’ associations, liner operators, ocean freight forwarders of all the cities and counties in Central Taiwan in order to achieve the goal of direct export for the local fruits. The Bureau has invited Council of Agriculture, 5 city and county governments in Central Taiwan, farmers’ associations from all cities and counties, ocean carriers, Taichung Custom Broker Association and ocean freight forwarders in Jan. 19, 2009 to attend a seminar on “ Direct export of fruit harvested in Central Taiwan to China from Taichung Harbor”. The ocean carriers have agreed to provide steady transportation from Taichung to Xiamen as a communication means between Taiwan and China. The Bureau also plans to pay a visit to Xiamen Port Authority to integrate the cross-strait production and marketing systems to help the farmers in Central Taiwan to export their fruits to China. Furthermore, Taichung Harbor Bureau also schedules to discuss with Xiamen Port Authority about the possibility of forming an alliance between Taichung Free Trade Port and Xiamen Free Trade Zone, the cooperation of roll on / roll off ship and forging a sister cities partnership with Xiamen. Through the strategic alliance of these 2 ports and with the advantage of direct cross-strait transportation, Taichung Harbor Bureau is confident of creating a win-win-win situation for the governments, shipping and agricultural industries.
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